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The Sophists
Rhetoric and Relativism in Athens
Essential Points
· Democracy
· The Persian Wars
	Marathon in 490 B.C.
	Thermopylae and Salamis in 480 B.C.
	The Athenian Empire
	Pericles on the glory of Athens
· The Sophists
	Modern education for democratic Athens
	Rhetoric
		The principles and the practice of persuasive speaking
		Techniques for teaching
		Making the weaker argument into the stronger
		Skeptical implications
	Relativism
		Protagoras: Man the measure
		The impact of acquaintance with other cultures
	Physis and nomos
		How to make the distinction
		Applying the distinction: To the god; to justice
		Is there a justice distinct from convention?
			Heraclitus and Sophocles: Yes, and conventional law should conform to it
			Antiphon: Yes, but natural justice is antithetical to human law
			“The victory goes to the best speaker”
		Callicles on the origin of conventional justice
· Athens and Sparta at war
	Internal struggles in Athens
	Moderation abandoned
	Euripides' Hippolytus and the influence of rhetoric
· Aristophanes and reaction
	Socrates as portrayed in The Clouds
	The story, and what Pheidippides learns
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The question posed: Is it always just a question of who wins?
