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David Hume
Unmasking the Pretensions of Reason
Essential Points
· Enlightenment: Kant's account of it
· How Newton did it
	The method of analysis and synthesis
	Newton frames no hypotheses, but “deduces” conclusions from the phenomena
· To be the Newton of human nature
	Hume means to use Newtonian principles to understand human beings, and especially their minds
	He aims thereby to destroy superstition and dogmatism
· The theory of ideas
	Ideas derived from impressions, complex ideas from simple
	Hume's rule: To check a dubious idea, see whether it can be traced back to an impression
· The association of ideas
	Ideas do not follow one another randomly
	They are associated by contiguity, similarity, and cause and effect, the latter being the most important relation
· 
Causation: The very idea
	Distinction: Relations of ideas different from matters of fact
	Cause and effect the principle we make use of in knowing anything beyond the experience of the moment
	How are causes known?
		Not through reasoning about the relations of ideas
		By experience of constant conjunctions
		The idea of necessary connection is a part of our idea of cause; that part is a fiction
		That part supplied by a habit of expecting one thing when another occurs, based on previous experiences of constant conjunctions
		The grounds of probability are to be found in looser connections between events
· The disappearing self
	The traditional idea of the soul, spirit, or self
	Trying to trace that idea back to an impression: There is no such impression
	The self as a bundle of perceptions connected by association
· Rescuing human freedom: compatibilism
	Hume can’t take Descartes’ way of preserving freedom
	Clarifying the terms
		Causation of behavior simply amounts to constant conjunctions
		Liberty or freedom is hypothetical in nature
	Freedom and lawful causation reconciled

· Is it reasonable to believe in God?
	Critique of Descartes’ first argument: I could originate the idea of God
	Critique of Descartes’ ontological argument: From relations of ideas, no truths about matters of fact can follow
	Critique of the argument from design
· Understanding morality
	Reason alone never motivates an action
	Passion is the motivator; reason is its slave
	Morality is founded in sentiment
· Is Hume a skeptic?
	Antecedent and mitigated skepticism; the usefulness of the latter
	Nature too strong for principle
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Commit sophistry and illusion to the flames
