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Kierkegaard and Marx
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Essential Points
· Kierkegaard: On individual existence
	The pseudonymous authors present distinct modes of life as possibilities for choice
	The aesthetic
		Aim: To keep life interesting, to avoid boredom
		Two poles: Immediacy (Don Juan) and reflection (the seducer)
		Rules for an interesting life, the key being to stay in control
	The ethical
		Critique of the aesthetic: You can't be a self that way
		Falling in love vs. the engagement of the will in a marriage
		The judge as the defender of romantic love
		Serious choice brings with it ethical categories—and continuity in the self
		The crucial choice: Aesthetic or ethical
	The religious
		The knights of infinite resignation and of faith
		Varieties of failure in the task of being willing to be the self that we are: Despair, which is sin
		Faith is a passion, not a kind of subpar understanding Hegel is mistaken in thinking philosophy can go farther
	The individual
	There cannot be an existential system
	What sort of relation to the truth is possible for an existing individual?
		The task: To become oneself; we live by a leap
· Marx: Beyond alienation and exploitation
	What Marx learned from Hegel
	Bringing Hegel back to earth
	Alienation, exploitation, and private property
		The struggle between capital and labor
		The worker as a commodity
		Workers alienated from their work, from themselves, from the products of their labor, and from fellow workers
		Greed and the money system
	Communism
		Class struggles now sharpen and intensify.
		Revolution
		The goal: Freedom beyond alienation and exploitation.
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