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Friedrich Nietzsche
The Value of Existence
Essential Points
· Pessimism and tragedy
	The wisdom of Silenus sets the problem: How to live in the face of the horrors of existence
	Apollo the god of reason, of moderation, of the epic
	Dionysus the god of excess, of intoxication, of the lyric
	Schopenhauer: The world as will and representation
	Music expresses the primal oneness of the will
	The key role of the (Dionysian) chorus of satyrs, who in their chants dream the (Apollonian) drama on the stage
	How tragedy redeems: Identification with the eternal life of the will
	Only the aesthetic quality of our lives can make them worth living
· Good-bye real world
	Traditional metaphysics is confession, not description of reality
	The errors of philosophy are grounded in language, needs, and wishes
	Nature is valueless, and there is no true reality behind it
	How the real world became a fable: The stages
	Why Nietzsche needs to rethink the problem of the value of existence: He can no longer rely on the “real world” of Schopenhauerian will
· The death of God
	What it means that God is dead
	The ways that gods die
	The death of God poses the problem of nihilism
· Revaluation of values
	We need to determine the weights of things anew because present weights take God and real worlds for granted
	Many moralities
	Master morality, slave morality
		The morality of the masters founded in their judgment that they are the “good”; “bad” as the shadow of this judgment; a life-affirming morality
		The morality of the slaves founded in resentment, a “No!” to “evil”—that is, to the good of the masters; “good” as the shadow, designating their own weakness
		Slave morality is our morality; e.g., the demand for equal rights
		The self-deceptions of slave morality
· The Overman
	The Overman as the meaning of the earth
		Remains faithful to the earth
		Possesses the great health
		Creates himself, and creates values in creating himself
		Overcomes himself, gives style to his life, lives aesthetically
		Loves himself, and in loving himself despises all that is yet weak and unmastered in himself
		Praises the friend, not the neighbor
		Recognizes that life is essentially will to power
		Is aware of the order of rank among men
		Affirms eternal recurrence, the ultimate yes-saying
	Dionysus absorbs Apollo, is identified with life, with will to power, affirmation, joy, laughter
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