28
Simone de Beauvoir
Existentialist, Feminist
Essential Points
· Ambiguity
	The opposed poles of human existence
	The problem posed
	Wrong turns
		Nihilism
		Seriousness
		The adventurer
	The lack at the heart of life and the project to fill it
	Life not absurd
	Freedom
· Ethics
	Life always with others
	The role of others in justifying my life
	My need for others to be free
	Freedom as the ethical goal
	Oppression: Denying freedom
	Opposing oppressors: violence
	Means and ends: Lucid generosity
· Woman
	Becoming a woman
	The data of biology: Important, but not determinative
	Woman as the Other
		Little reciprocity
		Woman acquiesces in a subordinate role
		Men like it that way
	Woman a free and autonomous being
	Psychoanalysis: An inauthentic picture of woman
	Early history: Values created by men
	Patriarchy: Tools, rational thought, woman as property
	Myth: The ambivalence of “the feminine”; mystery
	Character and situation: No eternal essence of woman
	Labor and independence: Economic independence crucial
	Liberty, equality, friendship: The hard work of being a good human being
[bookmark: _GoBack]
